Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 9th March 2026
at 7.00 p.m. in the Trinity Methodist Church
Present:
Cllrs. M. Cherrett (Chairman), N. Hill, Mrs. K Iveson, Mrs. K. Lee-Hall, Mrs. F. Smith and J. Taylor. 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Mrs. J. Sadler
	    
013 Interests
	No interests were declared.
014 Minutes 
The Minutes of the last regular Meeting, held on Monday, 9th February 2026, copies of which had been circulated, were taken as read, confirmed, and signed as a true record.
015 Matters Arising
a. Fly Tipping
The Chairman stated that he would try to obtain one of the letters from Stockton BC for inclusion in the Newsletter, currently being written.
b. Preston Park South Lodge
Cllr. Taylor reported that he had arranged for over 170 objections to the plan to be delivered to Stockton BC. The plan was a complete copy of that which was refused in 2025. He hoped this iteration of the proposal would receive the same response when it comes to the next planning meeting. The Clerk was asked to complain again about the difficulties people have found in navigating the Council’s planning portal.
c. Durham Lane development
Cllr. Taylor reported that he was still waiting for full confirmation of the planning conditions about tree planting and screening.
d. Victoria Park and Railway Anniversary
Cllr. Taylor said that the plaque had been installed today. He proposed that the Chairman should attend a photo opportunity at the Park which he would arrange.
e. Allotment Car Park
Cllr. Taylor stated that the work was nearing completion and had been underwritten by the Allotment Association.
f. Problem graves
Cllr. Taylor said that he had not had an opportunity to visit the cemetery yet.
g. Residents’ Parking
Cllr. Taylor reported that the matter remained with the legal representatives at Stockton BC and that Enforcement were being asked for their understanding of the scheme from their point of view.
h. Vandalism in Preston Park
Cllr. Mrs. Lee-Hall reported that Stockton BC had replaced the glass although she was not qualified to judge on the quality.
i. Pennypot Defibrillator
Cllr. Mrs. Lee-Hall reported that the matter of siting was being discussed.
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j. Street Lighting on Dunottar Avenue
The Clerk was asked to write to Stockton BC to determine the legal requirements for street lighting
k. Speeding Vehicles along Yarm Road.
Cllr. Taylor said that he was compiling costs for installing SID monitors along Yarm Road.

016 Accounts
a. The following accounts were approved, and payment authorised: -
	BACS
	P. R. Joiner
	Clerk’s salary & expenses (Feb)
	£ 151.72



017 Matters Pending 
a. Risk Analysis
The Clerk promised to circulate the Risk Analysis form before the next meeting.
b. July Meeting
It was agreed to postpone the July meeting by one week to Monday, 20th July.
018 Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted as listed.
b. Members agreed that the Council should befriend the North East War Memorials project at a cost of £15.00.
019 Any Other Business
a. Preston Park closing times
Cllr. Hill requested that the Clerk write to Stockton BC about the poor signage for park closing times after many cars had recently been trapped by gates closing before they had anticipated with lighter evenings.
b. Meeting with Egglescliffe and Eaglescliffe PC
It was agreed that the Clerk should forward the prices obtained for pressure washing. It was further agreed that a suitable time for the Chairmen to discuss the ratio of liabilities for the Councils might be at the proposed meeting for the photo opportunity at the Park (cf 015(d) above).
c. Community Skips
Cllr. Mrs. Smith asked if it would be possible for Stockton BC to return to the former practise of providing a community skip to help prevent the problems of fly tipping.

Dated this 13th day of April 2026

……………………………………………….
Chairman
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